


Dz Friends,

ks pvalable at tht time.

fdea his the world'i lorpest menber ol plices of worshap.
Many of them hive ceniuries of bistory and begends attached 10
fhyem. A of them are beautifully deconited with exrvings and
seulpnares, It makes vou wonder how they moved hoge blocks
of sone and plocad them at greal bedghs with the primilive

Selectmp the wmples for thix calendar hes been a challenge

S many leiples? How could Dselect omly ome for cach moeih?
S, the calendar s [ X temples, bub the booklet has iy nsome
The largest iempbe comples in the world i in Algkor, Cambodia. Al they e Hindu
teiniples. Anghor deserves the promanence of the cover page, catanly Hr R size,but also
for the exguisi scalpiures and carvings thet cover every i, For centurmes o was bost,
hidden iz a forest, sheliered by ees, coversd by vines and surroondied By & mioat Ykm

long.

Besides imporant places of worship, 1 have abso sclecied 5 temples ideh wne wery
wrsnal, As fior the sketches, sou can judge for yourself. | can 1611 %94 thit our arfst

chained that he had o get ssronger bimses for b speciscles.
Best wishes,

-
l"nh:lh:r-g;rm:.n

ABOUT THE ARTIST

Gamam Paritho Roy hes done i apmin! His shetches of
Iwlias temmples are 8 fofin of wiorshep.

ihe mowl prures and carvings af the temples ane inencete,
s e has capiured cvery detail, down bo the ks Bower
o il garland.

The grandeur, beauty and majesty of our femples have
beenn poawrayed by a hansd guided by lpve and peverence

/

(Gamtam Partho Koy

He actually went to Cambodia ie ghecrh the atmosphere o the temples of Anghor.
Hie said he needed to get ™ a feel” of the plce., That's dedication!

Every year ha ez i diffesent medmum He: bas used oils, mk, charcoal, poster and

whler colours.

This wvear it's ik npin. We wene wisdering if there wars & pew medmum b woulkd

find.

Ggutnm Partho Roy 5.4 Bachelor of Fise Ars from Fabindrs Bhri Univerniy

Contacir cinail 1 artpaitamprer@yahoc.co.in
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OURHERITAGE
TEMPLES & SHRINES
When pegple think of India, they think of a land of tigerr and

tempies. They are not wrong, at least abost the remipiles.

From the snow covered Himalayar to the tip of Cape Comerin, from
the sandy wastes of Rajasthan to the serdant forests of the eastern
hills, there are temples. On mountains, in valleys, beside 1ivers and
even in the sea. There are monwmental temgples of ma rhfe, riore and
griding, wiwel have surveved for thossands of years, Some have been
destraved seveval fimes, bul were rebuilf every fime. More modest brick
and cement femples excist in villages and the poorer areas of dilfies.

Millions of bomes have o space where iheir mweriys five behind a

protecting curtain, wailtng till the fime for pja. Little places wnder

pespud trees have a metal cut-owt of a figure with a red tikka, wearig
a garland of séx marigolds and, in front, a feaf witha mveetmeaf on i,
Our tensples are nat jiust places fo pray in. They are our bistory, onr
beritage, onr pride, the glue that binds wus together. They bave swrsived
war, pillage and destraction, They have been, and atitl are, the beart
and soul af our peaple.

Anymbere one worships, there is a tempie.
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Angloor Wt, Cambasdia
Dean i the abeial plains of Cambocka lles the largest temple complex in the wodd and the leeges] Hincu
S in the workd Anghoe Wt oocupies almaost 200 hectares. Over a fillean hundred years ago, the king of
i Krmar pecple. Surysvarman B bustt a new city, In the midde of the city, raised on a platform, he buifl 2
magnifcent femple, Angicr Wal Other sinachumes wine bk with ligm malerials, prubably bamboo, and did rol
sy [P S unas

e oy, named Angkor Thom, wes buik close tn the temple, Tha archileclural layout of e temphe is an
axaression ol Mt Weru surmunded by the oceans. 1 i endosed by a formidable square wall, Bm Figh and
{ 2km long and endrcled by a 150m-wide moal. A bridge, quardéed by store kons on gither s, was buil
aCroes the moal,

Bandsione blocks for B building wene quamiad from a mauntain moee Tan S0km away, & foaled down on
rafts. The corgiruciion ol Angior Wal nvahmd 300,000 warkers and 600 &ephants.

Tha irteror has countiass cardngs énd sculntures. The first leval of the temple hat 5ix bas reliafe, exchisa
story canved in sione: The Batlie of Kurokshetra, The Battie of Lanka; The Viclory of Krshna over e demon
Rans: e hattis hatween the Gods and the Damans; The churning of the Sea of Mik and the army of the King
Tha walls have canvings piciuring e i of e city: woman dressng their hair, CAMying waer jugs. wiking
ang making baskess, The min are shown taking slephants io ha fiver, practis ng martial ans, wresHing and
hynting, Thene & no space e un-cafed

Anghkot Thom

Lescabed in present-day Cambodia, was the 18st and most endufing capital city of the Khmar empre. [l was
establishad in the lale hwelfth century by King Jayavaran Vil. Angkar Thom means Great City and 22
Sermiles wers bul withinits wals

The city walls wee surrourded by a maal, anciosing & area of 0 hectares, The four gates ima Fw city are
garvad with fourgiganfic faces of Leed Vishru,

gach fading a cartingl point, with 8 passage through the base. & smalier gate. caled tha Viclary gate. |eads
siraighttothe roval pedace

Tha bridgi thal crosses the maal fo the south gate has an awenus of s1E1EE. One S8 has o row of apaarss
andlihe ciar Bk a row od demons. Each side camies 8 glant serpant, & seven headed naag. very similaria he
sipen that chume the Sea O Milk,

Anghor Ta Prohm

Thee Khmer people usually added 3 tampli o @ hospital. Ta Protm wasane of 103 such temples. Hlis smad, but
had 7' cwm gopura which s now in nans. Thees are canvings of roundals snclosng hgures. It seams it e
dieify in the ternpie was pfier bathed, becauzea small chanrel gxizts bo remove the wader

Mew smothered i crespars and vings, Ta Prohm was @ Buddhist temple dedicaled to e mofer of
Jayavarman VI, buil in the earty Tirleenth century. 1iS & temple of towers, closed caurtyards and namaw
comidars, Many al the comidors are impassabie, clgged with jurmblied piles of delicately carved stone blocks
diziodged by the rooks of lorey-decayed tees. Bas-niiets on bulging wals are Garpeled with bchan, mass anc
erouping plants, snd shrubs sproul fram the rooés of monumental porches. Trees, hundrds of year old, bower
avechaad, theic leaves fitering the sunlight and casting & greenish pall aver theshola scana.




mhmﬁummmmummnmmmmmm
2,000 vaars, Bilions of disvariees would have come here, inthis, the aikdest iving city in tha world,

WhMWﬂhdﬂﬂﬂhﬁﬂhﬂmhﬁﬂhmm:ﬁl
(S antPurd) of the Hindy and Jain faiths, Hinds belleva thal {hey pass away al Varanasi, Tey will sttain

molsha - beration from the cycle of e and death. In the B8 century BCE, Gautama Buddha gave his
First Sermon at Samath, the owtskirts af Varanas|.

The bemple is dedeaied io Bhivaas Vishwarathor Vishweshwar, the ‘Loed of e Univesse. A the oy of
Varanas! & also known as Kashi, e temple is popularly known as Kasht Vishwarath Temple. The
gl has bean reconstructed many limes over ine cerfuries The Moghu Empercr Aurangzeb razed i
to tha ground and kil the Gyan'Vap! moscue on its foundatians. ¥ T7E0. the Maratha Queen Ahilya
Bai Holkar of Indare bulll the current siruchare. Subsequentry, the Skh ruler Maharaja Ranfit Singh
donated geid, which covered bwo domes of e temple. The Minisiry of Cutture and Religious Affairs,
Govammentof Uttar Pradesh, gold plated the wyind doeme of e farmaki in The 208 century.

Oer the centurias, the temple has been visiled by many ilustripus haly men, including
AdiShankaracharya GoswamiTulsidas, Gurs Nanak and Swami Vivekananda, Il & beleved (hal the
rsarit or thee biedsings bestowed upon the pigrm wiho viawes Ihe fyoiiring @t Kashi Vishwanath Tampa is
equsal to that eamed by visiting the rest pfthe 12 jyotirings, e holiest shrings o Lord Shiva. Thus, & visit
in e Kashi Vishwanath Temple is an important siep an the path b3 mok:sha




Badrinaruyan Temple, Badrinath, Urtarakhand
Dedicated to Lard Vishnu, the bample i at an alitude of over 10,000 feet, in the Garfwal bills, on tha
banks of the river Alaknanda. iis the Northem Char Dham,

The fowr Dhams are important pgrimage shes and are deaply raverod by Hindus. A vish o the Char
Dhams is supposed bo be oot of (he sacred dules nona's g

Thaugh the temple |s locsted = the North of Inda, the head priest. or Rawal, is traditionally a
Mambudir Brahmin, from the state of Kerala in South Indis while the Chidambaram Tempie, the most
important Shiva temple in Tami Madu, South India, has Kashmin priests, from the extreme Novth of Indka,
Radrinam became prominent when Lord Vishnu, & wes balieved, did lapasya or penance there. Al that
fime. fe placa was Iull of bemy of badn Feas, 5o the place wis named Badrka-Van, e bery Torest

The desty Lakshimi look the foem of a kanga berry iree b prolect ham from the rain and sun. For this, Lond
Vishni decresd that peaple must ahways take Her name bafore His. TH this day, Hindus atways refier o
{hes divine couple as "Lakshmi-Narayan °. The place was callad Badrnath, 'the Lord of Berry forest”.
Badrirath was the firsstof the Char Dhams

Legend says that the temple was built by the Pandavas, to pleass Lord Shiva so that he woul fargive
i 3in of kilkng Bhair cousing. Lord Shiva accepted theirpenance

The image of the prasiding daity i1 the lemgle & a 3.3 feet tal, biack stane $tatue of Lond Vishnu in the
form of Badrinarayan. He is sits urder a berry tree_with 8 goid canopy over i, The statuais considered by
many Hindus bo be ona of the elght swayamvyaktaks hetras, {sef-manifested statues) of Vishnu

The Tapt Kund, a group af hal Sulghur springs just balow e tempie, are considanad (o have midicinal
properies. Pilgrims bathe in 1 springs before visiing tha lemple




Dwarkadish, Dwarka, Gujarat

Loceted an the southam caast of the Gull af Kutch, Dwarka was a flourishing porl and e oty was
Festoncally referrad o as a “goldan ofy”. For Hirdus, Dwarka la of great signifizance, as ftis the Wastem
Char Dham It is aiz0 one of the Sapt Puris. o thi: seven holy cities of India: Ayodhys, Mathura,
Haridwar, Varanasi, Kanchipuram and Ujjain.

Dwarka's baauty has been descibed by many poets and writars of ancier India, It is believed o have
been e capital of tha kingdom of Lord Krishna. Dwerka is darved from Thar', & doaf, As the name
sugpests, itis balieved 1o be 8 gateway o spintual union with the divine. For traders, this port city was the
gabeway o the mardand of hdia

Tha Dwarkadhish Temple is sifuabad whane e river Gomti jopins the sea. His elso known as Jagat Mandis
{univarss] shrine) or Trkak Sundar (the mest beautitul in the three worlds). Tha emple may have been
anignally buill sround 200 BCE. was greally entarged in the 15thand 168 centurias CE.

It is5a gloncus snschure, seeming bo fse from the waters of the Arabian Sea, It5 exquisitedy. canved
ghikhara, of lower, 15 43 meters hich, The huge Bag, 52 yards [47.5 mebers) of cloth, can be seen from
10 kilometers away. Thene are bwo gatewsys: Swarp Dwar (gati (o heaven), where plonims enler, and
Mrksha Dhwar s 40 liberation), from where pilgrims exil. The inlerior of the temple iz giridng in s
sirnplichy, Mg anly exception being the efsborate oramentation arsund the shine of of Lord Kishna.




Canstructed in the 11th or 121 century CE, the femple is the Eastern Char Dham and is dedicased to
Lord Krizhna, as Jagannath or 'Lord of the Universe’,

In the main shrine, on either sids of Lord Jagarmath, he figures of his brother, Balabihadrs and his sstar
Subtadra. Unlika athar Hincu temyples, the images here are of wood. Every twalve of ninstean years,
these woodan figures are caremoniously replaced, carved to create exact replicas, using wood from
St |rives

It is most famous for the great rathyatra, or annusl lemple chanol procession, whan the deitiss EMEE
from tha lemple o bisgs thal dpvobeas an the srests,

The detiess are carvied on tree huge amaments chasiols. Instead of horses, thausands ol plgrims lake
lurns to pull thi repes which drag the chasiots fomward. Othar pilgrime strew flowers an th road belore
thix chanals. They are laken almost 3 km io the Gundicha Temple, for a nine-day vist. The Gundicha
Tempie stands in the middie of a beautiful garden and s known as the Garden House of Lord Jagannath,
# Lrardd Road’ has been consiructed betwien the Jagannath Puri Temple and the Gundicha temple for
IMvé 5088 purposa of tha ratfivatra, i s an urlorgetiable spectacle

Many miracies are afinbuted o this bample

In coastal areas, thi breese hiows from the ses 1o the land durng the day and from the land fowards the
sed n he evening, B is said tha a1 Pun, the breeze biows in the reverse arder; No birds fly over the
—agannaih lemple; The shadew of the main dome of Jagannath temple is not viside al ary ime of
heday

I Prun, wharever yaustand, the Sudarshana Chakra on lop ofthe lemple s abways Sacing you!




Ramanathaswamy Temple, Rameshwaram, Tamil Nadu

Dedicaied ioLord Shiva, it iocated on the isiand of Rameswaram. This is the southern Char Dham Itis
ats0 onwral the twelve Jyatiting femles, which enshrine the Shivings.

Thee aniginal famgile al this $be and its revarad lings are believed i date hack o the Sme of Lord Rama.
The temple was expardad during tha 12 century. The gateway lowes rises tall against the skies. The
siyde ofthess imposing gateway lowers in Tamil Madu's temples staried i tha 11t Cantury anwards.

By the 168-1Tthcanturies, the kings of Tamil Nadu spared na effort or xpense io create Be largest and
mast magraficent temples, Thair grandeur was further enhanced by encloged comidors. Thess create
& dramatic and impressive affac!, 8% devolees walis through thisi passages on the way io worship,
The tempie has approdmately ane kilomedne of comidors, with breadihs ranging from 3 o 6 medres.
The ceilings are more than 7 metres high. Every ore of the several hundred pillars is
Etl’i:l-tﬁ-'.ﬂh‘-‘_‘i:‘.lﬁllﬂd

The lings af Ramanathaswamy Temgle, are believed bo have been wonshipoed by Lord Rama,

Afier S3a's rescue from Ravana, Lord Rama and Site landed here. Seeking stonament for kiling
Ravana, wha waa a Brahmin, Rara wanled 1o pray %o Shiva. Hanuman was sent 1o bring a finga
Meanwhile Sita made a zmall inga. The one made by Sia is called Ramsingam, the one brought by
Hanuman is cabed Vishwalingam, Lord Rama instructed that the Vishwalingam i to ba worshpped
bedore e Ramalingam. Tiltoday, His decree s followed by his devoloes.

The Rameshwaram tamglk is said to be buil on he s ite of the original puja of Lord Rama.




This Soimdy and shrire of fhe Sufi szinl, Hazrat Kheaja Moinuddin Chishti is of the 12h -13th cenfury
The saind i atso known as Khawaja Gharibnawaz. | & believed, by peaple across al faiths, thal wishes
o Doans, prayed for at the tomb of e saint, will be granted. Thausands of visitors come fo pay homags
o thee saird. Prime Ministers of India, Bangladash and Pakistan have visied e shring.

The architecture of the complax of several tambs, buldings and courtyards are of the Mughal period,
Zaveral white marble buldings ang aranged around dwo courtyards. Thare i & Masshe entrarde gate,
danated by tha Mizam of Hyderalkad

Mughal Emperar Akbar |s said to have prayed here for a son. Waten hig wish was fulfiled, ha and hes
quean went on %ol every year, from Agra to the tomb. 120 large pllars, cated kosminars, ar ‘mile
pilars’, wern erected at intervals of two miles {(about 3 kilomelers) along the enfire 370 km route
betwean Agra and Ajmer, to mark the places where the royal plgrims haited. Thesr grandson Shab
Jahan, werton o buld he Akban Mesque. which houses the tomb of tha saint

The sheing may be enterad through the Shah Jehani Gate, also erected by the Emparor Shah Jehan
The next gale i3 the Buland Darwaza, buil by Sultan Mahmood Khiljl, where the Urs fag is hoisied
marking tha beginring of e Urs or deafh anniversary ituals, The Urs of Moinuddin Chishti is colebraled
ey vear for B days, in tha savanth month ol M Istamic calendar. Besides other festivites on [he
peeasian, ere are night-long smging of gawwalis of Sufi devotional songs.




H'I'Iﬂﬂl"lﬂ'lﬂ'ﬁr ﬁhnﬂiﬁhmmnmﬂhﬂﬂﬂt
bursling matropols witha population of over 200,000,

The Portuguase bult many magnficent churches, cinge 1o each other, In tacl, thre wane 50 marny
churches, that leters were wrifien o the King of Porugal by the priests, complaining thal, *Their bells

ard car bells, thaircholr and cur choir, theres cacophony here.”

The buiiding of the Basilica was slared in 1594 and consecraled in 1605, 5t Francls Xawier lef

Portugal o coma o India and the Far East. Ha devoted himsel to tha welfare of the people and was

loved by all. He died in China on fhe Jnd of Decembear 1552 and his disoples brought his body back to

(3o Haweas canonizsad an May 12, 1662 and was adogied as the Patron Salnt of Goa. The church was

givan the siahus of 'hasfica’ because of the desp reverence of the peaple of Goahave for thelr sainl

The silver and glass casked conlaining his body, rests above (he afar designed by the 1Tth-canbury

Florenting sculptor, Glovanni Battista Fogginl. On the walls eround the casiksl gre paintings of

scenes Fom Be fife of e sink Once in 10 vears, his miraculously intact body is displeyed. The last

Exposilion in 2014 attracted mare than 1lakhdevoiees.

The coursa of the river shifted and causad the port to be shifted to Panai, which Is now the capdal of the
stateof Goa. Tha old ety &= known as Yelha (Oid) Goa,




Bankey Bihard Mandir, Veindavan, Unar Fradesh
Bankey means mﬂ%hhrﬂmmﬂm.mﬂmﬂhﬁﬂmﬁ'.mﬁmw
of sugineme dedight

Dedicated 1o Lord Krishna, he temple was establiished by Swami Harldas Goswami. He was the
teacher of Tansen, who i stil fhe mos! famous musscian and singerin indan fesary and wasone of the
b Jewels al the courtof the Moghul Emperar. Albar

in 1852 CE. #he currerd lemyple was construcied in Vridavan, where Lord Krishna spent fes childhood
Ths anchitacture of the lemple follows the beautifuRajasthani stye, The Goswarmismoblised rasousces
far thee construchion and 10 this day, HaridasGoswam/ s descendants ae haad priests of the emple.
My myths sumeund the statue of Lord Kristna installed in Shis temgle Oine: says that Swami Hardes
was vished by Lord Krishna and his consort Radhg. Their Deauty and e brgnt ight that shona from
e wize koo much for tha worshippers. Swami Hasidas !en begged Him to appaar in & wiy inat His
peopis could see Him without being blinded. As desingd. IFea Lord iefl bakird a charming biack image
of Himselr, in tha Irighang’ or 'banke’ pase

Vartiews forms of sawa or service to the daity are offerad at diffenent imes of the day Shrimgar (which
ncludes bathing, dressing and adommant with jgwaliary] and Rajbhog (feasf) am offered in the
forenoon, Shayan sewa (shayan means sleap) |5 offered iri the evening. The emple does net have the
usuial tradition of earty maming or mangala sewa. Swami Herides did ol fawour this, 38 ki wansad his
halc-iie Lioed o rest, sohdid mat disburb His shombaed




The Parsess afe a commursty of Zorastrians. Thay came from the Pars Provines in Persia (now iran),
hence ana called Parsis’.

Their ancient scripture, the Avesta, is in alanguage which i almost exactly e same a3 Vedic Sangknl,
eucepl that he script is different, The Zorcasiran prests stll study Sarskrit, n preparasion for their

redfioious shadies,

Parsees are fire worshippers and thelr Proohed i Zarafushira. Their fath dades back b aniquily. The
remars of anancient Fire Templo are in Balkh, Afgharistan, which pra-dates the 1sbcanbury,

Aftertha frab conguast of Persia, lslam was declared the state relighon, Zoroastiars salled o $e cosst
of Gujerst end sought refuga in the city of Udvada. The local king wes reluctant o give them permission
io stay, A5 he felt that his land was already densely populated. This message was given W them
symbolcally, by sanding & wessel of mik, filled fo (ke brim, © ndicate that these was no space o
accommidate tham. The Parsi priest pul & handful of sugar Into the milk and sent § back, 1o indicate
that ey would acd sweetness fo the land. Tha king und erstond the messags and gave Hem perression
tostay.

Liegend has & Mal Ihe Parss carmed wilh tam a pad o the holy fire from Persia and #is believed fhal
his same B has been bumeng for thousands of yaars.

Parsi Fire Temples, caled Aglaries, are mostly in the city of Mumbal, The firsd Fire Tergle was bl at
Udwada. not very far fram where the: Parsis landed. The lemple becarmi the: Stash Behram or senior-
st Fire Ternple

Oindy ona Fire Temple remains in Yazd provinceiniran,
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Har Mandir, Golden Temple, Amritsar, Punjab

Thie 5@ af te Har Mandir was @ macEation retraat for wandesing mendicants and sages since fime
immamora, Inthe 156-18th cenuries, 3 saint camea bo e and medtaie by the peacetul lake . His name
was Cury Manak_ foundar of She Sikh refigion, After he passed away. hes discipkes continued to frequent
e site-and this became the mos! sacred shrine cf the Sikhs

Gury Arjan Dev (5 Gur) decidad to build atlempls in the centre of the iake and namad tAmel Sanar,
ar ‘Lake af Meckar’ The obiective of tha Gun was o combing both spiritual and temparal aspects.
True to the plurakstic spirt of Sk culture, Guns Arjan Dev invled the Musim sainl, Mian Mir, to lay the
foundation sione of the templein 1588 CE. The huga came and $ielop siorey were kater plated with gold,
domabed by Miaharaja Ranjit Singh of Punjab.

The structure, faemed for &3 superb archibecture, is built on a level lower than thad af it immdiata
sumourdings, symbaising the value af humiity. |tis apen on all four sides, represanting eniry ka a8
Anunderground spring feads the secred lake, inwhich pllgrms can immerse thesmasives, 2 8 Symbake
cleansing of e soul, Theme are huge dommitones for pilgrms. and dining halls nexd o the temple
compex, where all persons, Imespactive of race, refigion, or gender. are lodged and fed for free. The
scfiphune & & collaction of devoliena poems, prayers and hymns composed by he [0 Sikh gurus and
various Muslim and Hindu saints. These verses are chariled to the exquisie accomparimant of 8 vty
of muskeal instrumenss. The Book |s regarded as the |ast Gurw. At night, it is put to bed and is
ewakenad af dawn.

1|5 & place of great beauty and sublime peace




The manalithic stalus of S sighth Tithanka makes this Temole ona of the most important plgrimage
siters for Jadng,

Gomateshwara stood for 5o long in meditation, that creepars and anthills grew around his unmoving
body. Ha is shown standing in the specific pesition of meditafion known 25 kayotsarga. The imbs ara

hald streight and the arms da nat touch the body,

in 982 CE, Chamunda Raya, minister of King Rajmalia [V buit an imprassive temple; commanky knaen
&s Chamunda Raya Bagti. The granibe tempie is in the South Indian styie. The ministar dadicated a
colossal statue of Gomabeshwara, als known 25 Bahubali. The statue is showt 50 feet (18 maters) high
and iz e largest free-standing monolithic sculpture in the world.

ey 1ot Hink) fradiion, deities of afl faiths areworshipped. They are reated with reverence and lend iiss
Thery are given rtual bathe and offered fresh flowers and frull. The tracition finds ils mest exuberant
expreszion in the grand Maha-mastaka-abhishekha of the colossal Gomaleshwara statue, which is
hedd evary twedve vears, On this accasion, the cokossal status of Bahubali is itually bathed with water,
milk, ghes and yogur and showered with flowers, saffron, turmeric and gald coims. The next
ceramany vl be hak in 18,




The towwn of Pushkar avariooks the Pushiariahe, Pushkar is known a5 'the rose garden of Rajasthan' and
the essance of the Pushiar ross i axported around the word,

The: Seimgle is caled the Jagatpits Brahma Mandir, 25 Brahma is the ereator in the Hindu Trinity. The
word Jagaipita means ‘Father of the Wond”, Hindus consider a joumey to Pushkar the ifimate
pilgrimage that must be undefaken o atiain salvation. Fnal Shraddhasmay be done here.
Accarding tn legend, Loed Brahma saw a demaon harassing peoples and trying to ki children. He slew ha
daman with his lotus Sower. Petals of the lotus fall on the ground al three places and. whare they feil,
Bhroe lakes were crealed. Pushkar is considered the most holy, because the frst petal fell there and
created lhe langest of the three lakes. Brahma threw the pushp (flower) with his kar (hand), thus the place
was named Pushkar

Brahma decided 1o parform a fre-sacrifice there. His wifa, Saragwal did nol appear at the designated
hime, Brahma then mamied a local Gurjar girl, Gayaln, and conducted the vagya 'with M naw consar
giting begide his

When Saraswali finaly armived,she found Gayati sing in her rightful place She cursed Bratena that he
woild mever be worshipped. She then reduced the scape af Bw curse, nermitfing s warship in
Pushkarwhich fis one of the very few tampies dedicated to Brahima,

The temple, silsaled in the midde of the lake, is believed to be 2,000 years old. In the Bsh cendury, e
sage, AdiShankaracharya, ranovated the tlemple. The cument 14th-century structune dates from fhe time
of Maharaja Jawat Ral ruler of Rallam, who renovated and exiended it The boauiful gatesare
dearsted with the hans or swan motd. The swan ks tha vehicke of Lord Brahma, The shikss ortowar ks

brght red. A closer mepection reveals that the slabs and blocks of stons, used to bulkd the struchse 2w
joined with lead
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This warst tempika comgikex is locabed near the banks of the fver Yamuna, The wiord Akshardham means
{he *abode of the divine'. i was cpenad in 2003,

The principal deiy of Akshardham i Lard Swami Marayan, from Guizrat, who has lemples in the UK.
and me U.5.A. He s the central figure of 3 modem branch of Hinduism known &8 Swaminarayan

Hinduizm. He is beteved by Sllowers fo be a manifestation of the dvine. His idol, instalied balaw
The temple’s central dome, is surrcunded by statues of guns, deplcied in postunes o dervation and S&ea

Of BEMVICE.

The inner sancium or garbhagring of the Akshandhiam tempie has repreaeniations of Swarminarayan and
his diving succession of gunus Each Sigura & made of Panch Dhatu, or fve metals, in ketping with the
quidelins af the Shilpa Shastra, the ancent Sanskritbex on the making of deflies and iempies.

The gigantic lamgle has 234 omately carved piiars, 9 dames, and 20,000 staties of sadhus, devolees
and acharyas, as well 88 the siabues of 5ia, Rema. Radna, Krishna, Shiva, Parvali, Lakshmi and
Maravan Architecturally, M temple follows the norms set by the Shilpa Shastra, the treatise which
gives the proportions of temple architecture, as well as e hemes for the sculplures made on
different parts of i,

The whole: buslding rests ana pinth which has 143 life-si2ed eephants, weghing obal of 3,000 ons, 68
if $1e Samok rests upon their mighty backs. This 15 an ancient traditicn which was first sean In the 2nd
century BCE af he Buddhist cave hemple of Pitelkhara and in the 15t cantury CE 8 the cawe lemple of
Karle, both in Maharashira. Akshardham revived the iradition

It ses modem technology, such as audic-visusls, io inform wsitors of their phiiosaphy and the
Iiwis of saints.
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mmﬂdmmmmdmwwﬁmﬁm.m Tejapsla Temple and tha
Pilalhar Ternple. They sre amang the mest deepty reversd of Jain lamples,
Vimal Shafh, a minister of King Bhima | of Gujarat. consiructed a Jain marbis ferrple 8t Mourt Aby. The
wat i e 11th canfury and was fhe first of he beautiul Ditwara Temples. Vimal Sheh bt kg 10
honoutAdratha or Rishabha Dey, the Sl Janatidhanans. in sucoieding centurias, olher Jain lemgies
werg constnacied at Mount Ak

The Vimal Vasahi Tempile, carvad entrely of white martie, was bwitin 1031 CE. The temphs, dadicated
o Lord Richabha, has richly carved comidors, pllars, arches, and porfcos. The exquisile cefings are
angraved with desigrs of lotus buds and fiowers. as weil % scenes from Jain mythology.

The Luna Vasahi Temple was buill in 1230 CE by two brothers. both ministers of the ruder of Gujarat
The bmpie was buill in memery of thair late brother Luna, It was modelied on fe Wimalviesahi Temple
and dedicated b tha Srihankars Lord Nemnalia

The Pittalhar Tempie was buiit by Bhima Shan. a minester of Sultan Bagada of Ahmeadanad. A miasshe
etzle of Rishabha Dey, the first fithankara, was cast in five metais and nstalled n the lempie

Tha Parshvanatha Temple & & three-stored struclurs, tha tellest shnne &t Dilwara, The puter walls ol
tha sanchumfigve beaulild soulplures ingray sandsione

The Mahavesr Swaml Temple is U smallest of ®e lemples, bul has the most eabirbe and
dehcate canvngE

Touriets are siraciad io the lemples for their beautiful archiieclure and the delicacy of lneir carangs




1 1he i 130 cantury. & grand femnple as bull, dadicated o Lord Suryd, 1 Sun. twas the kst
“and mest magnificent temale in India al #at time, 1L was. bull by King Narasimia Mahadeva | of the-
Gmm Dyrasty. Surya is believed 1o nda his chario! across the skies each day, drivan by Aeuna or the

The Konark famela was conceived a8 the giant chariod of the sun. Twenty-lour tlange wheels, fweive on
gach sids, represeniing Ihe twelve months of the year, ware caned for te chanot. In front are sevan
horses, appaaring 1o pull it forward at & spirfled gaflop. It is also famous for ils entic scultures.

Tre twar of the Sun Tampla ot Konark orginatly stocd over 200 feat &0, higher than any ather lempile
in India. Tr hali sl stends ovar 130 feet tall

The great temphe drew consicerable sdmiration avar the centuries, Abul Fazl, the court historian of the
Mughal Emparar Akbar, visted the Konark temple andwrobe in the sideenth century. “Evan fose whose
judgment s crifical and whi are difficultio please. stand aslonished althis sight.”

Wkier thee inwer collapsad, the then Britsh govemor ordered that e lampla b filled with sand 1o preve nt
e damage.

Evan with the ance-soarng fower losl, the Sun Tample is still a visien of majesty and grandeur. The
struchures are perfecly propedtionad end covered with an endiess wealth of sculpeure. The baauty of the
place i best summed up by Rabirdransth Tagore, who said *Here, the tanguage of stone surpasses lhe
kanguage afman,”

Legend has it that Lord Krishna cursed Samba, one of his sons, with leprosy, For twelve years, Samba
wershipped Surya. the Sun God. Plaased with his devation, Surya healed him. in gratitude, Samba built
thae: S Tamgk,




Kalighat Temple, Kollcata, West Bengal
Thiz Tample i one of Mie 51 Shakii Peathas. lempes of the daity Shakti.) Bengalis ane arden!
worshippers of Kali

According tolegend, Sall, was the daughter of Rizja Daksh Prajapati. Sne marmed Lard &niva against he
wishis of her father. Rasa Daksh performad a greal yagya or fire sacrifice. to which he imitad all the
dedties, except his san-in-aw, Shiva. Against His wishes, Sat attended har father's iy Bnd griesoushy
s idled, she thereew Rarsal inbo the sacrificial fre

Crazed with griel, Shive cut off Dakeha's head. He pcked up 53875 body and danced the tandava, Ihe
dance of the destruction of creafion, Vishny cul the body of Safi intd many pleces. so that they wauld fall
away and Sheva could caim down Parts of the body fel over the indian sub-contnent Wharavar thess
niaces foll, there are Shakti Peethas Kalighat is the sitewhana the toes of the nght foot of Sat fell

The name Kolkata is said 1o have bean derived from the woed Katgnat. The temple was on the bank of
the river Hooghiy. In time, the river shified and the temgie is now on the banks of a small cenal, AG
Ganrga, canrecting to e Hoaghly

The {smpht was originally a small hut, bul important enough ba find menton in 156 and 17th cenfury
Baralum. The present lemple, erected by e Sabama Ray Chowdbury lamily, was complebed in 1803
The image of Kali, with her tongue protruding, presents a flerce sight. She & depiciad wilh faur
hands In ane hand she heids a sword, which represents divine knowledga. In ancther hand, she halds
the severed head of the asura king, Shumbha, who rapresents the Aeman of ignorance. With the other
pwi hands, sha biassas herdevnices.




Kamakhya Temple, Guwahotl, Assam

Locatad on Milachal Hil, in the westem part of Guwabati, § 8 dedicated to Shakll and is aba known &5

Kamarupa-Kamakhya, Kamarupa is the ancant naimi of Assam, which was one of ihe greatest cenfres

oftantricwership

This ts orea o e aldest and deeply revared of the 51 Shaidi Peeths, cerres for the wanship of Shai

It thee mitin bempie in 8 complen dedicaled I he ten Mahavidyas, ar lemale maniiestations of supreme

kncrwledge. Three of them are wihin the main temple, whie the ofher seven have indvidual samples in

Hra coriplia

Accorting to the Kaika Purana, when Shiva caried the dead body of Sali and darced e tandava, or
fifferent paris of hir body fell % the earm, The plecas whine ey el became the

most sacred Shi ihas, B is bakeved Fal her yonl, or woiva, fell on Nilachal HIR, whare e

Kamakhyalemole is locaied ooy

Thaarrigirsal lemple was destroyved in (0 eatfy 16th canbury and was rebuJit by Kirg Narararayana, inihe
i o the 1 T cenlury

The garbhageia, or inner sanchum, of the Kamakhya Temple is small and dark and can only ba reached
by steen, narmw steps. |t is ceap inside a cave in the rock face. There-are o images of deifies fere, but
& lamge rock that slopes cowrneards from both sides, meetng in @ yori-bke Cepracsion, atoul
25 cemlimetres deap This halow i constanily ilked with water from a perennaal underground sprng. 1Lis
the vulva-shaped depression that s worship ped as the deity Kamakhya herself and is consicanad as
the most mportant abode of Shakti, The Khasi peonle sacrifics goats at tha shing.
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Ehajuraha, The Temple City, Madya Pradesh
I the: Sth anel 10th centuries, the Chandela Dynasty rase 1o power in the ancient lend of Yalsa, pregenl-
day Madhya Pradash and Uttar Pradash. Thair capltal city was Khagaraho, akso known a8 fe City
of Temgihes.

Betwaen e 10M and 12th canluries, were created one of tha most splendid lemple cities in e history
o the werkd, There were originalfy BS temples at Khajuraho, of which 25 remain

The Lakshmana Temole, comgisted by 845 CE, is one of the eary structures & Khajuraho, The shiknars
of the tenple iz lankesd by 3 number of smaller replicas. These created an efaci lika mounlan peaks. An
instrphion on the bample States that this lemple rvas e peais af $e mountEns of s’

The larges] and most magnificen! iemple in Knajuraho & the Kandariya Mahadeva, dedicated o Lord
Shiva said b b construcied bebwesen 1017 end 1029CE

Tha 10th century Jain temple of Parsvanatha was buit soon after e Lakshmana Termgle, and its
paaulilil sculnhres have a siiking resemblance 1o that termple. The mumenous deities of the Hindu
pariiheon e represanted here along with i Jain images. Nexd t il §i2nds a l=mpe dadicated o he
Jain Adnatha, Thisis a sraller temple of a ater date. The templa is gindied by thres bands of sculptures,
ard we gee images of both Hindu and Jain diviniias. Ancient mscriphions Show that popie, within tha
sarmi tamily, worshipped diflerent oefeas.

O the wals of the famkas af Khagureho, thara is a profusion of depiclions of men and women, in gvery
passitke posture, They portray e rich sbundance of nature and the joy of life. Mithunas, of kKiving
couples, wore seen in Indian art since the st cenlury CE. In Khajuraha e demictions became
moee eratic

E—— =



Loms Temphe: Bahai House of Worship, Dethi

Tha house of worship of e Bahal taith was completed in 1985, The lotss rapresents tha rize of purity out
af the murky waters of lha malerial workd around us. It s ona of the most beautiful structures in india.
Thia Bahidl F alth was founded by Bahd''lldh in 19lh-cankury Persa, Hetaughi the ‘Oneness of God, the
Onenass of Religions and e Onenass of Manking',

The iemple is @ placa to worship the creator of e universe and not any parficular delty. Therefore,
peaple of 2l religions and rades afe welcome

The bulding is composed of 27 free-standing marle-ciad patals’, armanged in clusters of three, 16 fom
nine sides. The marble for the siucture came fom the Pente Moundains in Gresce, [he same
slore thal was wused fo make the Parthenan in Athens

Wi daors apen inko & central hall, with a height of sightly ower 40 meters and the capacity to hold 2,500
paaple. Pools of waber surraund the temigle, Al night, when Be temple is B, § ges the imgresseon thal
th temiple is flaating o Hhe waler,

The Bahai rules stipulata that the house of worshp 15 2 gathering place where peogla ol al fefgions May
worship the divine, without danominasional restrichions, Readings and prayers are allowed 1o be Sel i
sk and sung by chors, bt no musical instruments may be played, no sermons may bo
dulivered and rituslistic ceramonies are not allowed.

The Lotus Temple has won numergus architaciursl ewards and bean featured in hundreds of newspapes
and megazing artides. |Lis reganded asone of the most visited buicings in fe work




Mahakaleshwar Temple, Upjain, Madhya Pradesh
The tamgla is located In on the hanis of e rver Kshipra, Ujiain wi e capiisl of the ancdnl Avanti
kingdom and s dedicated io Lo Shiva &s Mahakala, Here, Shiva fs U conquaernon of Timse and thanaby,
e conquenar of Life and Death.

The Mahaikala Temple i3 one of the 12 jyotiringa temples. The linga hareis calassal, It nod passile
o trace S mary history of the temple stnsciunes at this 5o, The Sdndia rulers of Gwalior re-tiuilt i i
1736 CE and further davelopad fhe site inthe mid 19th canbury

The il of Mahakaleswar s known o be dakshinamur, which maand that [t 8 facing south. Ths 5 8
unique feature amang the 12 Jyatifingas, found onty in Mahekaeshwar,

Thetamiske has five kvels, ane ol which is undargraund, Brass lamps Huminate the stainuay gaing down
oy the garbhagrina or sanchum, Al ground ievel, images of Ganesha, Parvatiand Karlikeya are facing the
wast, aast, and north respactvely, The Mandi bull, tha vahan cr vehicle of Lord Shiva, isin the south. On
iha third leval of the bemphe is the imape of Loed Shiva, a5 Nagehandreshwar, &5 he i associated with
the nagas, of snake deifles and Chandra, the moon This leval is openéd ta the public caly onde a
yaar, on Mega Panchami day, whan cobras afg wirshippec

On the day of Maha Shivaratri, & huge feir ie bald near the temple, and worship goes on thaugh
thanig

in e pracincts of he Mahakaleshwar temple is the Shr Swapanesfwar Mahadev tampee, Where
diewotees pray 10 Shiva 85 Mahakaal. || & betieved tat prasaca offered here can ba re-pfaned, unlike all
pther shrines.




Moenakshi Temple, Madurai, Tamil Nadu :
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Long, and the other b his spouss Parvaf. as Meanakshi, fhe Fish-Eyed One’, denoting the shape of

har @y, Every avering Mesnakshi 1S placad in a bed chamiber for the night. Shiva, symbaksed by the
image: of his feet, i then camied to her. In the moming, they & awzkaned by the singing of devotional
Sangs.

Tria Mianaishi Tempee is oneof the graabss! achievements of temple bulding of the Mayaks pesiod. The
pregant struclure was crealed in tha raign of Thirumalai Nayaka, in the mid-17h cenbary, R has (he
tarpest covered area of any temple inIndia, The original lemple s sakd to date back 2,500 years

The vast femple has eight impressive gopuras, or gateway fowers, one of which rises o aimost
200 feat (51 mebars), The gopuras are covered with Funcireds of sculphares, Temple authorfes estimate
{isat thisre are hrty-thrae millon scultures in e Mesnakshi complex If that number & nol based upen
am actual eount, 8 view ol (e lemple does indeed comvey SUCh an imprasson.

In tha Kayaka panod, the lemples were made with speciacular halls with numarous sculpied pillars, In
{he Meenakshi Temple comgiex, an Ayramkaal Mandapam, or “Hal of & Thousand Pillars’, has aimos!
exaclly that number of massive sculpled columns. Carved out of farge slabs of granfe, each piliar s
moramental work of arl

Oince in twetve years, (he 1lemple is ne-consecrated Io mantn & sacred nalure. AL Bat fime, M8
thousands of sculphunes o the great gopurss ara repared, reparied and evan reglaced, |t a tiving and
gaibving temple fl boddy




Shrinathji Temple, Mathdwara, Rajasthan
Locabed in S Aravalli hiks, on B banks of B river Banas, tha lown is Tamous %o #s lemple fo Lond
Erishna, a2 a T-year-old. Nathowara means ‘Gaberary (o the Loed”

Hiz swanp, or ‘diine statue’, 5 =ald to have manifested [taell st Govardhan Hill near the anchent city
of Mathura. The hill figures prominendy in stones of his childhood. The defty was onginally worshigiped
hire, umlil, In 1672 CE, He wis moved to the present location

Duning the reagn al th Mughal Empenor Aurdngzob, Ha was ke om Ular Pradesh o Rajasthan, firs!
by ol on the rver Yamuna and ken in a bullock cael When Se dely neached the viltage Sihad (or
Sinkad], the wheels of the bulleck cart s=ank in the mud and all efferts failed fo move it any further,
The accompameng priests raalised Sat this placa wes the Lond's chiosan spot Accardingly & temple was
buslt there, protectad by Maherana Raj Singh, the nieraf Mewar

Sheinagh) Permple i3 alss known A5 Havell (mansian) ol Shraaityl, [he 1erm was sed becsuse he
IBenple s ina fo il marsion,

Shrinaihji is not seen 88 an impersanal God. His worship i nat Bke it is in tamples. Shrinathi i seen as
Thakur ar Lord af the Haveli and service s offered insiead of worship. Like a namrmal hausehald, § has
a chaniol [the adginal in which Shrinaghji amived in Singhar], 2 store rocems for milk, beted, flowears and
sugarand swestmagks. There s afnctiona kitchan,_a jewellery chamber, & treasuny, astable for horses
adrawing room, & goid and sitvar grinding wheael forvanous fipues

Shrinathi is addressed by the honaific Thakunl'. His name 15 ot ullered as a mark of respedt
A Plverenog
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S Dharma Sastha Temple is dedicated o Lord Ayyappa. |s on a hiltap al an spproximat alttuds
of 3,000 fest (315 maters) in the Westem Ghats. |t & the most famoiss of 108 lemples dedicatad to
Lard Sastha

The temple is situated amid 16 hills and & surraunded by dense forests, There are tempies on each of

thve hills surrounding Sabarimala, mary of which ane stil functioning. Ramnants of old lamples sunie
on oiner hills,

The tempke i apen 1o 2ll, irespactive of caste or cread. Pilgrims practice austeritios for 41 days,
cleanse ther mings and bodies, before poing to Sabarimala. To erfar the lemple, the plgrim must dimb
anghtean holy steps. Each of these sleps represents a desire which ane must conguer. Only those wha
observe the ritual of 41 days of austerity may climb these steps. Pilgrims have 1o walk through e
forest as there is no motorable road beyord & point

This % oné of the targest anrual pligrimages in the word. | is esfmaled fhal over 100 millian devolees
wisit tha femple every year,

Labarimaia plgrims can ba idantified by their bliack, bles or safron clothing. They do nat shave unlii ha
complesion of the plgrimage, and (hey smear ash on their foreheads,

The temple was rabuilt after a fira in 1950 The earlier stone image af the daity was replaced with an idol
about 18 inches (45 cms) high, made from panchdbaiu, analioy of fres meltals,

Tha fempke & cpen for warship only during the first five days of every Malayalam month and on the
days of Mandalapooja [approximately 15 November to 25 December), Makaravilakky aor Makara
Sankrani{ 14th January] and Chdma Vishu | 14ihAgxil,
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This = ome of the foar most holy places for all Buddhists, this ofher fhrae beirg Lumbini, Bodh Gaya
and Kushinagar,

Today, thers are a number af recenl Buddhisi lmples in Samath. Many of these are built and
maintained by morks from other Buddhist countries The Archaological Survay of india Museum
thits e heas soma of thi finest Buddhis! art in the world

The Dhamek Shupa ai Samath is on the cutskirts of the holy city of Varanasi. Ths stupa marks e I
spot whers the Buddha defivered his first serman o i five companions. Ths event is known a3 The
DnarmachakraPravartin, or i stting into motion e whael of law

The original stupa is bebevad o have besn bultin the 3ed century BCE by Emparor Ashoka, The present

shupa & much lamer fhan the onginel one ind was probably made . the middle of e st

milennium CE.

The Budidhg spos of Four Moble Truths, He said thena @ Duhkna, or suffering. Thers is Samudaya, af

tha cause ol sufiermg. Thens 5 Mirodha, of the remaval of the cause of suffering and tharais Marg, arthe

Eighi-fold Path, leading bo the remaoval of the cause of sulfering. This seeman was the foundetan

of Buddhnism

By the 15l canhury CE, Sernalhiwas an impariant centre of Buddhist philescoiry and arl. f conlinued 45 &

great centre throwgh the Gupks Penad, frarm Bha At 8o Bth centurkés CE. In the 78 cenbury, the Chinesa

pilgrim Xuanzang visited Samath and wiode abou the splemdour il Bhe sy,

The ilusirationis of the Japanase Temple and the Shpa & on e ngit




T Aarriias hes T Ty a0 mosl aevered o ine TeEe ecifmios. e T T TEEs
sinca lime immemonal, al e confluence of the mythological Saraswati, Hiranya and Kepiarivers.

Somnath means ‘Lord of the Moon' whio i said o heve worshippad this Shiving, This 15 sk beliewsd 1
ba the place where Lord Krishna gave up his mostal body,

fhe writngs of Indlars and foreigners, suggest fhat the place was an Aryan colony of ancient imes.
Samnalh & one of the oldest plorimage spals in India and fnds mention in andent ek, induding the
Erivaprucana, Skandapurans s Shrivrad Bhacge i

Legend has it that tha onginat temple of Somnath was buit by the Mosn Gad and was mace of gold. Afer
It weas razed tothe ground, it was rebuill with sthver, by Ravana, tha king of Lanka. When ihe siver iempla
was demolished, i was reconstructed in wood by Lord Knishna. Intha 101k century it is befeved (o have
been rebult in stone by King B mdiy Saknkl,

Talas of the great wealth of the temple atiracied a series of ivaders, who looted il gwer [he canturies.
Mohammed of Ghazni ralded it seven times between 1000 and 1027 CE. then came Afzal Khan,
the army commander of Ala-ud-din Khil§ and laber, Ihene was Aurangzeh. It is said Pal e lempls was
lapbad and destroyed as many 65 2evanisan limes.

The present fempls was reconstructed in the Chelukys style of archilecture and was complated n
My, 1951, Commanding a breathtaking view from the ip of the Saurashira Peninsula, kissad by the
waves of e Arablan Saa, the lampla has animposig shikhar, ar fower, nesary 50 meters tal




861 Venkateswara Swanw Temple, Tirupa , Andhes Pradesh

The: tempia is in the hilly town of Tiemala and s dedicated to Lord Vishnu &5 Venkaleswera, also known
a5 Balaji and ‘Lord of the Seven Hills'. Lond Venkateswara is known by ofher namas, inciuding Govinda,
Lord Venksteswara's eyes are kepl covered, &5 1| & believed that fvs gaze i so intensa that it
wenlld soorch the universe. Tha tempke i 2k cabied the Tinumals Templs, Trupati Tergle and Tinpas
Balafi Temple,

Acoording %o the andent Sanskrit taxt, the VarshaPurana, Lord Rama resided hese alang with Fiis wife
Sita and brothar Lakshmena, on their retum fram Larka. This s balieved o have beenin the Treta'Yug, or
{he second of the four yugs or ‘ages of manknd' We a7 presenty living in the Kali Yug, the fourth yug.
The town was an established centre of Vaishnavism and was praised by the Tamil devofional poel-
gaints. the Mvars. L s bakeved that the Eemple nies wem lormsaksed by the saint Remarujachanya n
the 118 century,

The temple was expanded and rencvaled by numerous kings, owvar the cenluries. Inscrghans m
Sanskrit, Tamil, Telugu and Kannada ara found in (ke emple comglas, which specify the ooniibusons
of Pallava rulers of around tha Sth cantisny, Chala fdirs of the 10thcantury and the rulers of Wayanagara
i ihe fdzh ceriury

Devotses fock to the tample in lerge numbars. Ther afferings maka & the richest shring in Inda. In
gratituce forwishis which have been fulfiled, devaleas sacrifics (heir hair at tha tampia, which sams he
temple US §6 million annualy, by auctioning the hair,

This lemple is one of the most imporant and most-visied pigrimage spots in India. Thi bemple rust
al Tiapial Furs many charitshla gnd educational nstiulicrs and uresersities.
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Shahised Baba Ninal Singh Gurudwara n Tafhan Village near Jalandnar in the nosthem ndian stais of
Purjab, & 8 unigue place of worship. Here, devotess make oferings of mintature aircraft at tha shring, o
Tl thvalr dreams of going abroad.

Shahead Baba Mikal Singh Gurudwara loaks ike a typical Sikh shrine, with pristing whils domes, R is
farmous & the Hawai Jahar Gurudwara, or the ‘Aeroplane Gurudwara”, The qurudwars is no 8 symbol
ofhope fora brighter and prospanows future, somewhersin the USA, Canada, UK or Gamany,

It ts bellewed fat i vou give @ foy @enoplane here 8s prasad, or oflering, you can be "essured” of a visa
This makes devolees fiock 1o the shring from acraas Punjah's Doaba regian, with minighere arcraft &3
pffenings. Six million persons from this area are known to have setiled abroad and it is said fat avary
farmily afthis ragion has at leas! one member living ovarseas,

The gate b Talhan vilage has a camant model of a British Alrways alreraft on g of It Shops saling boy
madels of asroplanes of nlermakond e, slch 85 Lulthansa, Bnlish Anways, Alr ansda and
others, line the raad heading lothe Gurudwara. L said thala vistor from Ledhians onos cama here and
promized thet he would offer a model of an saroplans if his wish of getling a USA visa was killiled. Four
days lafar, he came back with a farga model of ap aircraft and offared il as prasad, for gelting the wsa
Thenews spread, and i became a tradiion
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Karni Mata Temple, Deshnoke, Bikaner, Rajasthan
Locabed at Deshnake, 20 ke from Bikarsar, in Haﬂsﬂm,_lnhﬁisﬂnhmnaﬂmwﬂm
The tempe i famous forthe 25,000 Mack rete hal iy il e revamad in Hhe leen ple. These holy risls are
cabed kabbas, and many people fravel graat dstances toy pary Shisir respects: The templs draws viston
from acrass (he courntry for biessings, and tourksts from around tha word,
Local falkdone exptains tha legand of the rate. A 20,000 strong army deseried a nearty battle end ran o
Deshroke. Tha sin of deserion was punishable by death. Kamni Mata spared their llves but turmed
them Inta rats, and offered them tha temple as place fo stay. The army of soldirs eapreased their
grafitude and promisad 1o serve Kami Mata evermane
Tha building was completed in #s cument form in the eary 206 cantury in (he e Mughal style by
Msiharaja Ganga Singhof Bianer, The front of the bemple hes a beaulilul marie facada, wilh &0l siher
doars buill by Maharaja Ganga Singh. Across Ihe doorwey ere mong siver Coors with pandls depchng
tha variows legends of the Goddess. Theimage of the Goddasa is ensaningd in ihe inner sancium

d cne et is kilesd . it must ba replaced with one mada of Siher, There are a lew white rais, which are
considered fo be especialy hoty. They &6 believed i be the man fasiations of Kami Mata hersell
and her four sons. Saghling Tem is a specia biassng and vishars iny [0 oy thiem farth, offering
sweptprasad.




Bullet Banna Mandir, Jodhpur, Rajasthan

The shrine o Om Banna is also knawn as Bullel Banna Mandir', near Jodhpur in Rajasthan. What &
most unusisal is thal the object of worship & & metoreycle, a Royal Enfield Bullel, giving the shring
its name.

Every day, paaple from nearty vilages and travedens from afar, stop and peay o the bile and it Ble

camier O Singh, for safe journeys. Thay leave offesings. which In seme cases are small bottles of
aiconol,

Diavodaes also apply a Elak and the a red thread on the motarcycle. Folk songs about Om Banna have
b composed and ane surg by The pecpheof the region,

Mare than two decades ago, Om Singh Rathore, atso snown as Om Banra, was fravelling on Makional
Highweay 65, when b ost control of his modorgycle and Bit & tree, Om Banna 'was kled instanthy and the
bk feld Info & déch, The local police 1ook the bike to the police station, The rex! day, & had disappesaned
from the police station and was found at the accident she. The police took the motorcyde @aay agan,
ernptied iis fusl tank and secured i with a lock and chain, The next maming [ had dsappeansd again and
was fourd in the ditch, The stony goes that the motorcycle keptretuming o the same ditch. || falled every
afamgt by the police tokeepit al their slesion

For the local populace, ihs was a mirace. They began o worship the "Bullel Bike'. News of (he
friFacUcLS Mol i spread io neaty wilages and some Bme later o lempde was bull i house (he
bike. The kemple & known as ‘Bulel Baba's Tempha'. It s believed that Om Banna's spirit helps
travellers in distress.




This shrire sees daily worship of Ravana. Legend has # thal Jodhpur = the homelown of Ravana's wils
Marvdodari. daughter of the King of Mandore, Bhe ancient capital of Marwar.

Sreva Tandava Stotra is a Hindu hymn that descbas Lord Shiva's power and beauty B is belisved to
harve been composed by Ravena and is recifed by devolees of Shiva in Indian househalds B today,
Ravana s known o have baan tha graatest of scholars and an arent devotse af Shiva

Waimiki, the wriler of the Ramayara, describes Ravana a5 a grand. almosd glotous, imperial lord. He
was born to the great sage Yishrava and the demon prrcess FKalkes!, He & depecled wilh len heads bo
signify his vast knowiedge. Ravana was aleo known o be @ greal ruler and his kingdom af Lanka was
describad as ‘golden’ and mosi prospenoys, Besides, he was known o be 2 maasino of the veana, a
snngen musical insirumend. He wias e aulhos of B seminal inaalise on asirology, called the Ravana
Samhita, He 5 also famous as e author of Arka Prakasham, a majorwork on Siddha medicns,

When Hanuman frst sees Ravana, he descrines bim in great detsl, with wander and amazement,
remarking on his beauty, majesty and grandeur. Some regard Ravana as a kind of tragic bero with sirong
pasfine quaifies

There is an aar &l Mandore known a5 Ravana KI Chanward, whare il & baleved that Ravana marmied
Mandaodar. It is believed that the Maudgil Brahmins came from Lanka ta Mandore for the wedding.
They mowed 1o Jodhpur when the cly was founded in he 15th canbury, They claim that ther ancaslors
performed the annual homage 1o his memory, duing Dussehra, which marks the day thet
Reavana was killed




ciher. 1t 15 one of the most urusual Shiva lenples in the country, 2= iLcan only be seen at low tides. At
high ticde, it is Intally submenged, thus saming e name e disappaaring larph of Shiva'. Hare, Mather
Mature herself performs the |al abhishekh, or dlual bathing of the Shivalinga.

Aezess fo tha temple is vowugh a wallway from the beach, which is also submerged al hgh tide.
Warshippers sty il the kst mnute, to see the inga submanged by the sea. Then they have 10 run across
fhe walkway, white if i5 being covered by the rsing sea

Thit Shivalinga ks protected by a beautiful giver cobra, with is hood safemcied ard ten heads. Jasming
flawers cover the hood and ara bkl in place by nudraksha gartands. which are retrisved besona high fide.
The flowers an the nga ere takan by the sea and e tilaks, or holy markings. ane washed awsy by fe
walers, Tha Skivalinga is wrapped in plastic sheeting to prevent erosion,

Devoless Bre fascnaled and wall 10 sée the ebbing tide, when the 4-{oot high Shivalinga slars
senerging out of the sea, inch by inch. A vist to tha temple should ba planned in such & way that one
els o see Be dsappearing and the reappaering of the temple. One must see the lemple and The
Shitvalinga, in itz full giory framed by $he shimmering sea and whin he night enguifs i,







